SUGGESTED WATERING SCHEDULE BY SPRINKLER TYPE
THESE NUMBERS REPRESENT NUMBER OF MINUTES PER ZONE, PER DAY
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per week
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** To enhance the efficiency of your irrigation schedule, consider programming your controller to a cycle/soak setting. The cycle/soak method
applies water to your landscape in separate short cycles to allow for the water to soak into your soil, preventing run off. For example, a
13-minute zone run could be set to irrigation for 6 minutes, turn off while another zone irrigates, then turn back on to irrigate for another 7
minutes. This method is especially helpful for soils with heavier clay content, like we see frequently in Colorado.

These times are averages, so be sure to adjust your watering times based on rainfall amounts,
grass or plant type, sun exposure, and other site characters.

IRRIGATION SCHEDULING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Does the City of Brighton have watering restrictions this year?
No, mandatory watering restrictions will not be enforced this
year. While there are no assigned watering days, no more
than three days of watering should be sufficient for our
landscapes here in Brighton (dependent on local weather
conditions).

Why are there different suggested watering times for each
sprinkler head type?
Each different sprinkler head applies water at a different
rate. Since they apply water at varying rates, they should be
set to different schedules to apply water efficiently to your
lawn. See below for application rates.

Is this suggested watering schedule for all plants?
No, this suggested watering schedule should be used for
Kentucky bluegrass lawns. Lawns tend to be the thirstiest
plants in our landscapes and watering them efficiently helps
maintain the health of the grass.

Fixed spray heads apply 1.5 to 2 inches of water per hour in
a fan-shaped spray.
Rotors apply about 0.5 inches of water per hour in a single,
rotating stream of water.
Rotary nozzles apply approximately 0.4-0.6 inches per hour in
multiple, rotating streams of water.

Why should I not water between 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.?
More water is lost when irrigating during the middle of the
day due to evaporation and wind. The heat of the day
causes water to evaporate. Wind causes the water to blow
away from the lawn and evaporate quicker, preventing the
water from reaching the plant’s root zone.
Why should I use the Cycle/Soak method?
The Cycle/Soak method consists of breaking down your
watering time for each zone into two or three shorter cycles.
This will allow the water to soak into the soil and get down to
the grass’s roots. Using the Cycle/Soak method encourages
deeper grass roots, thus creating a healthier lawn, overall.

How can I best maintain my irrigation system?
Damage to your system can occur for many reasons. We
recommend visually inspecting your system about once a
month throughout the irrigation season with a quick run
through of each of your zones. If you find problem areas
during your inspection (broken heads, leaks, etc.), contact a
licensed irrigation professional for repairs.
Who can I contact for more information?
Feel free to reach out to our Utilities Program Coordinator,
Morgan Hopkins-Crawley, with any questions or if you would
like more information. Phone number: 303-655-2084; Email:
mhopkins@brightonco.gov

